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CHILEAN MINING CONTEXT

56%

of Chilean exports

of GDP contribution including productive 

value chain 

of the investment in Chile

total direct and indirect employment

of fiscal revenues

56%

21%

18%

10%

9%
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CONSEJO MINERO – WHO WE ARE

Consejo Minero is the trade association 

that brings together the large-scale mining 

companies operating in Chile. 

Bring mining closer to 
people, transparently 

communicating its reality, 
challenges and 
contributions.

Strategic objectives

Its main objective is promoting the 

competitive and sustainable development 

of Chilean mining and its ecosystem, 

contributing to the well-being of the 

country. 

Contribute to the process 
of elaboration of modern, 

effective and stable 
public policies for the 

mining of the future and its 
environment.

Contribute to overcoming 
sectoral challenges in 

terms of human capital, 
energy and water 

resources, among others.
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CONSEJO MINERO – MEMBER MINING GROUPS
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1. Current situation and how we got here

1.1 OPEN ECONOMY

CHAPTER I: REGULATIONS

Source: Central Bank of Chile, 2024
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1. Current situation and how we got here

1.1 OPEN ECONOMY

Source: ECLAC, Foreign Direct Investment in Latin America and the Caribbean, 2023 
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1. Current situation and how we got here

1.2 INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

CHAPTER I: REGULATIONS
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Source: Worldwide Governance Indicators, World Bank, 2024
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1. Current situation and how we got here

1.3 APPROPRIATE MINING REGULATIONS

CHAPTER I: REGULATIONS
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1. Current situation and how we got here

1.4 PRODUCTION
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2. Challenges

2.1 NEW REGULATIONS

CHAPTER I: REGULATIONS
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2. Challenges 

2.2 EMPOWERED COMMUNITIES

CHAPTER I: REGULATIONS
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2. Challenges 

2.2 EMPOWERED COMMUNITIES (NGOs)

CHAPTER I: REGULATIONS
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2. Challenges

2.3 AN EFFICIENCY-CHALLENGED STATE

CHAPTER I: REGULATIONS

15Source: National Productivity Commission. 
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3. What is the industry doing?

3.1 COLLABORATION AMONG MINING COMPANIES

CHAPTER I: REGULATIONS
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Consejo Superior 
Laboral
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3. What is the industry doing?

3.2 WORKING TOGHETHER WITH THE STATE

CHAPTER I: REGULATIONS

Labor Council including 

the State, workers and 

employers

Civil Society Council, a  

citizen oriented 

organization to take part 

in decisión-making 

processes that can impact 

them. 



CHAPTER II: GEOLOGY

1. Current situation and how we got here

2. Challenges we face

3. What is the industry doing?
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1. Current situation and how we got here

1.1 COPPER RESERVES AND PRODUCTION
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Source: USGS, 2024
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1. Current situation and how we got here

1.2 LITHIUM RESERVES AND PRODUCTION 

CHAPTER II: GEOLOGY

Source: USGS, 2024
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1. Current situation and how we got here 

1.3 EXPLORATION

CHAPTER II: GEOLOGY
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2. Challenges

2.1 DECLINING ORE GRADES
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2. Challenges

2.2 INCREASE IN PRODUCTION COSTS

Source: Cochilco, 2024



2. Challenges

2.3 DECLINING DISCOVERY RATES OF DEPOSITS

CHAPTER II: GEOLOGY
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IS THE AVERAGE DEPTH 

OF THE DEPOSITS 

DISCOVERED OVER THE 

LAST 15 YEARS

LESS DISCOVERIES OVER 

THE PAST 20 YEARS

OF DRILLINGS HAS BEEN 

SUCCESSFUL

80% 1% 1 Km



2. Challenges

2.4 CONCENTRATION OF RESOURCES

CHAPTER II: GEOLOGY

25

OF MINING 
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ARE LOCATED IN THE 

CENTRAL REGIONS OF 

THE COUNTRY
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3. What is the industry doing?

3.1 TECHNOLOGY

CHAPTER II: GEOLOGY
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Automation

Robots

Virtual/Augmented reality

Integrated Operational Centers



3. What is the industry doing?

3.2 CLEAN ENERGY

CHAPTER II: GEOLOGY
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CHAPTER III: MINING ECOSYSTEM

1. Current situation and how we got here

2. Challenges we face

3. What is the industry doing
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1. Current situation and how we got here

1.1 DIVERSE EDUCATIONAL OFFER & QUALIFIED WORKFORCE

CHAPTER III: MINING ECOSYSTEM
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CHAPTER III: MINING ECOSYSTEM

1. Current situation and how we got here

1.2 SOUND MINING SUPPLY CHAIN

30
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CHAPTER III: MINING ECOSYSTEM

2. Challenges

2.1 IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGIES ON THE WORKFORCE
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CHAPTER III: MINING ECOSYSTEM

2. Challenges

2.2 LABOR LEGISLATION
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CHAPTER III: MINING ECOSYSTEM

3. What is the industry doing? 

3.1 WOMEN IN MINING
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CHAPTER III: MINING ECOSYSTEM

3. What is the industry doing? 

3.2 SKILLS COUNCIL
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CHAPTER III: MINING ECOSYSTEM

3. What is the industry doing? 

3.1 PROMOTING THE DIVERSITY IN MINING



FINAL REMARKS

1. Global context

2. Credibility of the Chilean mining industry

3. The critical opportunity
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1. Global context

FINAL REMARKS

“Without minerales, the fight against 

climate change 

will not be possible”.

(World Bank)

“Metals and minerals are part of our 

daily lives… the ‘green’ version of 

almost anything means the use of more 

metals”. 

(ICMM)



2. Credibility of the Chilean mining industry

2.1 GLOBAL

Source: “Rebuilding Trust in Mining”, Globe Scan & ICMM, September 2023
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FINAL REMARKS



2. Credibility of the Chilean mining industry

2.2 REGIONAL

Source: “Brújula Minera”, Jaime Arteaga y Asociados, 2024
39

FINAL REMARKS



2. Credibility of the Chilean mining industry

2.3 NATIONAL

Source: “2024 Trust Study”, PwC and UDP, May 2024 40

FINAL REMARKS
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3. The critical opportunity

FINAL REMARKS



Joaquín Villarino
Executive President Consejo Minero

October 15, 2024

THANK YOU
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